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or a man whose life is neatly diced
into 2}-year increments, Bob Jonas is
unpredictable, his whereabouts suspect.

For 35 years, he referred to the \food River
Valley as his base camp. He bounced between
Alaska, Yellowstone and the Sawtooths, often
at times of year when no one else would go to
these places. The Brooks Range in April was
minus 40 Fahrenheit. It snowed sideways on
the Middle Fork of the Salmon in March. A
self-proclaimed hobo, his grail the essence of
North American wilderness, Jonas managed to
remain not quite homeless in Sun Valley. He
raised a daughter here, built a busipess and,
later, an organization.

At 66, Jonas is limber and strong. FIis head is
pitched forward at the neck, his blue-gray eyes
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warm and keen. Eight years ago he sold Sun
Valley Trekking to fully devote himself to his
outdoor leadership program.

"Wild Gift," he said, "is not Outward
Bound." The application process is rigorous,
and recipients are leaders of proven merit.
"Leaders," Jonas said, "can exact the most
impact." Vild Gift's purpose is to foster what
Jonas terms "wildlands preservation" and
"sustainable human communities." To those
ends, applicants need solid proposals for a
yeariong project. Upon acceptance, the annual
class of f ive is briefed for a wilderness trek:
three weeks in August covering ground in
Idaho wildernesses such as the Sawtooths,
the Vhite Clouds and the "Frank" (the Frank
Church River of No Return Vilderness). After
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Each summer,
Bob Jonas
guides a select
group of young
leaders into the
ldaho wilderness,
Scott Douglas
treks along to
find the source of
Jonas' Wild Gift.
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TOP: Bob Jonas on Alaska's White River,  in the
Wrangel l  l \ ,4ountains,  on a rnonth- long solo t rek
ln .1986. BOTTOM: Jonas recharges in his home
office, l\,4arch 2008.
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